PELP vs. Filing Fee

Planned Educational Leave Program (PELP) 

The Planned Educational Leave Program is designed to allow students to suspend their programs of study for good cause (i.e. illness, temporary departure from the University for employment or research away from campus, preparing for examinations if doing so at a distance from campus, financial problems, personal problems), leave the campus, and be guaranteed the right to return later to resume academic work with a minimum of procedural difficulty. 

  

PELP is recommended for those students who are certain of the quarter in which they plan to return and who plan to be away no longer than three quarters. If a student is not certain of the return date, it is suggested that the Readmission Application be used.  The minimum Planned Educational Leave is one full quarter; the maximum is three quarters. Readmission is guaranteed assuming the student resumes regular academic work at the agreed upon date and removes any holds that may have been placed on registration. 

  

Filing Fee Status 

Normally, candidates for the MS and Ph.D. degrees will file a final approved copy of their thesis or dissertation with the Office of Graduate Studies during their final quarter of residence on campus. Filing Fee status is designed for MS or PhD students who have completed all other requirements (coursework, laboratory work/research, preparation of the thesis or dissertation, and have Advanced to Candidacy) and who may not require an additional quarter in residence to prepare the final thesis or dissertation manuscript. In this case, filing fee would replace regular registration. It is expected that students on filing fee will make no demands upon faculty time other than the time involved in reading the thesis or dissertation or in holding exit seminars. 

  

A student must have been in full time residence for a minimum of 3 quarters to be eligible. A student will be allowed to stay on filing fee for a maximum of 2 quarters. An extension to a third quarter is possible. In order to be a registered student again after being on filing fee status, it will be necessary to file a Readmission application. Please note that it is expected that a student will graduate once the filing fee period has elapsed. 

  

Students on Filing Fee are not eligible for the privileges accorded regularly enrolled students. In particular, students on Filing Fee: 

• May not make use of University educational facilities (such as libraries, laboratories, or computers) or possess keys to University space 

• Are not eligible for the services of the University Health Center or for University Housing 

• May not take coursework of any kind 

• May not make use of faculty time except as noted above 

  

Filing Fee application 

To apply for filing fee status, a student must submit the filing fee request form with the Major Professor’s signature to the Graduate Program Coordinator.  The student will be charged a one-time fee (currently $119.00). The completed form, with appropriate signatures and payment, must be submitted to the Office of Graduate Studies by no later than the first day of the quarter filing fee is to become effective. A student who has not enrolled in any coursework or has not in any way incurred registration fees has until the last day of late registration to submit the filing fee application. 

  

PELP/Filing Fee & the Graduate Student Health Insurance Program (GSHIP) 

The Cowell Student Health Center provides the Student Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to all students as part of their student fees (in-state or out-of-state) payment. Since students on PELP or Filing Fee do not pay fees and tuition, they are not automatically entitled to SHIP and are eligible to purchase SHIP for only one quarter of PELP or Filing Fee status. To review the Cowell Student Health Center full policy on PELP and Filing Fee, go to their web site at: http://healthcenter.ucdavis.edu/insurance/ . 
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